
HOW ARE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED ? 
 
The Governor appoints the three commissioners with confirmation by the Idaho Senate.  No 
more than two commissioners may be of the same political party. The commissioners serve 
staggered six-year terms.  Vacancies that occur when the Idaho Senate is not in session are filled 
by gubernatorial appointment subject to confirmation by the Senate upon reconvening in regular 
session. 
 
The Governor may remove a commissioner before his/her term has expired for dereliction of 
duty, corruption or incompetence. 
 
The IPUC has quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial as well as executive powers and duties.  In its 
quasi-legislative capacity, the commission sets rates and makes rules governing utility 
operations.  In its quasi-judicial mode the commission hears and decides complaints, issues 
written orders similar to court orders and may have its decisions appealed to the Idaho Supreme 
Court.  In its executive capacity, the commission enforces state laws affecting utilities and rail 
industries. 


